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VIAC – Questionnaire for Arbitrators 

1. Name:  Sofia Kovačević 

2. Citizenship:   Serbian 

3. Contact information: 
Address:   Schubertring 6, 1010 Vienna  
Telephone:     +4367687855464 
Fax:  
E-Mail:   sofia.kovacevic@wolftheiss.com  
Website:   https://www.wolftheiss.com/lawyer/sofia-kovacevic/  
LinkedIn:     linkedin.com/in/sofia-kovacevic-8b414383 

4. Current position:   Senior Associate in International Arbitration  
 

5. Education:    Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade (PhD), ongoing  
Bar Exam, 2016, Admitted attorney at law to the Serbian Bar 

    Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade (LL.M.), 2015 
    Faculty of Law, University of Cambridge (LL.M.), 2014  
    Faculty of Law of the University of Belgrade (LL.B.), 2012 

 

6. Practiced experience in arbitration 
 

• How many arbitrations have you participated in (domestic/international); under which Rules? 
International: 8 (ICC Rules; UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules; CEAC Rules) 

• How often have you acted as Chairman? 
 

• How often have you acted as Sole Arbitrator? 
 

• How often have you acted as Co-Arbitrator? 
 

• How often have you acted as Counsel? 
7 

• How often have you acted in a different function (e.g. Administrative Secretary)? 
1 

7. Publications and other activities in arbitration (e.g. training sessions, seminars, conferences, articles 
and others): 
 
Publications:  
 

• Female Leaders in International Arbitration: Practical Advice and Shared Perspectives, Podcast 
(2023); 

• Decision of the Austrian Supreme Court – 18 ONc 2/19t (translation from German to English); 
Translation from German to English as part of the joint project between the Vienna 
International Arbitral Centre (VIAC) and Jus Mundi which partnered up to improve global 
access to key Austrian municipal decisions relating to arbitration (2022); 

https://www.wolftheiss.com/lawyer/sofia-kovacevic/
https://www.wolftheiss.com/insights/female-leaders-in-international-arbitration-practical-advice-and-shared-perspectives/
https://jusmundi.com/en/document/decision/en-claimant-v-respondent-decision-of-the-austrian-supreme-court-18onc-3-19i-sunday-29th-december-2019


- 2 - 

• Commentary of the Decision of the Austrian Supreme Court 18 ONc 5/20k published in Spanish 
(Decision de la Corte Suprema de Austria de 19 de enero de 2021, caso num. 18 ONc 5/20K) in 
the issue 1/2022 Arbitraje. Revista de arbitraje comercial y de inversiones (published by 
Aranzadi) (2022); 

• S.Kovačević, ''Austrian Supreme Court is a Pioneer in Ruling on Remote Hearings in 
International Arbitration'', DRInsider Newsletter (2020). 

Conferences and Seminars: 

• Balkan Arbitration Conference, 10 – 11 October 2024, Podgorica, Montenegro; Speaker in BAC 
Symposium panel addressing the questions of the participants regarding international 
arbitration; 

• Vienna Arbitration Days 2024, 7 - 8 June 2024, Vienna, Austria 
Co-moderator at the Vienna Arbitration Days 2024 (World Café) at the roundtable discussing the 
topic: Is Arbitration Generally Suitable to Resolve ESG Disputes?; 

• Balkan Arbitration Conference, 28 – 29 September 2023, Zagreb, Croatia; Speaker in the panel 
addressing the topic: Energy Transition in the Balkans; 

• Young Austrian Arbitration Practitioners (YAAP) Roundtable, 23 June 2023, Vienna, Austria; 
Speaker at the roundtable addressing the topic: Boundaries of the review of court and 
administrative decisions in ISDS; 

• Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Moot, 2022-2024, Vienna, Austria; 
Arbitrator; 

• Belgrade Willem C. Vis International Commercial Arbitration Pre-Moot, 2017-2024, Belgrade, 
Serbia; Arbitrator. 

8. Membership in arbitral institutions / functions in arbitral institutions/organizations: 
 

• Founder of the Serbian Chapter and Co-Founder of the Austrian Chapter of ENERAP (Energy 
Related Arbitration Practitioners)  

• Licensed Mediator registered in the Serbian Ministry of Justice  

• Young Austrian Arbitration Practitioners (YAAP) 

• Austrian Arbitration Association (Arb|Aut)  

• Young International Council for Commercial Arbitration (Young ICCA)  

• ICC Young Arbitrators Forum (ICC YAF)  

• ASA Below 40 
 

9. Languages 

Mother tongue: Serbian – Croatian – Bosnian  

Working languages (i.e. languages in which you have both a spoken and written command so that 
you may conduct arbitral proceedings in this language): English, German, Spanish, French (limited 
working proficiency) 
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10. In which legal systems have you trained?

 Civil Law  Common Law

 Austrian Law  Hungarian Law  Swiss Law

 Czech Law  Polish Law  Ukrainian Law

 German Law  Slovakian Law   European Law

Other: Serbian Law with the academic exposure to the UK Law during the LLM studies at the University of 
Cambridge 

11. What is your main jurisdiction of practice?

Serbia and Austria 

12. In which jurisdictions are you admitted to the bar?

Serbia 

13. Special expertise or specializations (please list a maximum of five):

 Antitrust/Unfair competition  Damages  Insolvency  Natural resources

 Aviation  Distribution  Insurance  Power plants

 Banking & Finance  Domain name disputes  Intellect. property (IP)  Private Intern. Law

 Capital markets  Employment  Investment arbitration  Public Intern. Law

 CISG  Energy  ISDS/Foreign inves.  Real estate

 Civil fraud disputes  Engineering  Joint ventures  Shipping

 Commercial disp. / transactions  Entertainment  Licensing  Sports

 Commodity market  Healthcare & Pharmac.  Life sciences  State/Public contracts

 Company/Corporate/M&A  Hotel/Gastro./Tour.  Maritime arbitration  Technology

 Construction  Inform. technology (IT)  Media  Telecommunication

 Contract law  Infrastructure  Mining  Transport

 Other ______________________________________

14. Date of birth: 23 June 1988

VIAC offers arbitration practitioners the possibility to present themselves on its website. VIAC reserves the 
right to publish any presentations submitted and to remove it as the case may be. Parties are free to 
nominate an arbitrator of their choice and so is the VIAC Board when appointing an arbitrator. These 
presentations do not constitute recommendations but may assist the parties in choosing an arbitrator 
willing to conduct proceedings according to the Vienna Rules. The fact that an arbitration practitioner 
appears on this list, does not authorize this person to use the title "VIAC-arbitrator". 

 I have completed this questionnaire to the above to the best of my knowledge and believe they are
accurate.

 I hereby consent that the data provided in this questionnaire may be processed for the appointment of
arbitrators and published by VIAC. This includes in particular publication on the website of VIAC as well as
use in any presentations, etc. This consent may be withdrawn at any time by contacting VIAC at our general
contacts, in particular by email addressed to office@viac.eu. The consequence of any such withdrawal will
be that my data will no longer be processed by VIAC. For further information, see our privacy statement at
http://www.viac.eu.

In Vienna, 17 October 2024  

http://www.viac.eu/

